Report of the
From the commission, schedules of queries were issued to every medical, ecclesiastical, and governmental authority throughout the continental portion of the Sardinian dominions ; answers to which, as well as specimens of the water from every cretin district, were required to be returned by a certain date, so as to exhibit the amount of cretinism in the kingdom at the beginning of 1846. The returns so procured were digested by an active and able physician, Dr. Trombotto, who was also despatched by the Commission to visit the respective localities, for the purpose of verifying the statements received. All persons co-operated zealously in the task, and the report was published in 1849 (though dated 1848), in both the Italian and French languages, the latter being spoken in most of the Sardinian provinces where cretinism prevails endemically.
To render the account more complete, the Commission has consulted the various works which have been written upon the disease, so that the report takes the form of a condensed treatise upon the subject. We may briefly notice the various divisions into which it has been distributed.
Etymology
and History of Cretinism.?Among the great number of etymologies that have been proposed, the commission thinks those suggested by Fodere 
